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'Tree Of Li/ e' Tapestry Created lf'orDanish School 
By Gina McMather 

Inge Norgaard is putting the 
finishing touches to her "Tree of Life" 
tapestry. At five-by-eleven feet, it is the 
largest of the approximately 50 she has 
made in the past dozen years. 

As she unfolds the bulky bundle, 
vibrant whorls of yarn reveal 
themselves as the sinuous limbs of the 

Fiber-Art Export 

gods of Norse mythology. She pats flat 
the lumpy spots, explaining how the 
gaps between color blocks have yet to 
be stitched, yarn ends woven in and the 
edges secured. Only then can she wet 
down the entire piece and dry it flat so 
it will hang properly. 
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and is the symbol of our world. The 
forces of good struggle to maintain the 
tree; the evil forces attempt to destroy 
it. The tree is the central image. Two 
deer nip at the budding branches;·a ser
pent devours the roots. From the tree's 
branches, an eagle looks out over the 
horizon. A squirrel running up the 
trunk acts as a messenger between the 
eagle and the serpent. 

The warrior god Odin is ·depicted ex
changing one of his eyes for a d�ink
from the Stream of . Memor.y, the 
feminine fount of wisdom. Also pro
tecting the tree �e the three Norns, the 
guardians of female wisdom, whose in
dividual names translate as "Fate;" 
"Necessity," and "Being." These god
desses correspond to the three Fates of 
Greek mythology who likewise deter
mine each man's fate. 

Under one of the tree's three roots, a 

cond root, the angry outsized faces of 
giants appear. 

lnge pauses in her storytelling to sip 
from a cup of yogi tea made from milk, 
hot water, cinnamon, cardamom and 
honey. 

"The cree finally toppled at dooms
day because of the serpent gnawing at 
it," she adds as a postscript. Each of 
the gods, it seems, had to do battle with 
their foreordained antagonists. 
Because strengths were equally match
ed, nearly all were destroyed. Only two 
of the gods and one man and woman 
survived to begin a new age. 

But that, perhaps, is another 
tapestry. 

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Jan. 11 through 13, the tapestry will be 
hanging on display at the Franklin 
House Gallery on Water Street. Jan. 17
she will fold it back up and fly it over 
to her native Denmark where it will be 
installed in the main lobby of the 
Silkeborg Hojskole in Jutland. 

• human figure is depicted in the Scan
dinavian version of hell. Under a se-
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This particular "folk high school" 
offers non-degree half-year courses of 
study in cultures of various countries 
with special courses in third world 
countries, psychology and sports. Folk 
high schools are common throughout 
Denmark, says Inge, and are attended 
by adults from 18 up who want tb 
"take a break from daily life and ex
pand their horizons." It was one of 
these schools where she first became in
volved in tapestry weaving. Today, her 
works hang in four of these schools. 

"Yggdrasil," which in Danish means "the tree of life," will lose its bumpy, rumpled appearance when it is dampened and 
allowed to dry flat for several days. 

In April of last year the Silkeborg 
school contacted her to commission a 
tapestry with a Norse mythological 
theme. 

"They had seen the mythology 
tapestries that I had done so they asked 
if it was possible for me to do it,'' she 
recalls. "It sure is,•: she told them. "In 
Port Townsend, you need to get in
come from somewhere!" 

Charlie, her husband, remarks that 
Port Townsend is not really an inap
propriate place to contemplate Norse 
mythology. The suroundings feel right. 
The plants for making dyes are the 
same here, too, adds Inge. 

In early summer, a drawing of her 
proposal was approved and she began 
work. Using wool from Sequim, she 
began dying and spinning the yarn. She 
estimates she utilized about 50 dif
ferent shades. To obtain the brown and 
flesh tones she used black walnut 
leaves. Birch leaves provided the yellow 
shades, indigo the blue and in com
bination provided an array of subtle 
greens. 

"There are few colors that are per-
manent enough for tapestry," she· says 
of the plant dyes. "Others last only 
three to five years." 

Threading her large upright loom 
with heavy linen thread as warp, she 
was ready to begin weaving in August. 
Like the weavers of Gobelin tapestries, 

anything. If it's wrong, you find out 
two months later. You have to have a 
good memory. You also have to stay in 
the same mood. You can't make any 
major changes in your life." 

Unlike some tapestries she has made, 
she encountered no obstacles or crises 
in the work beyond such usual minor 
difficulties as running short of a color 
or two. The tapestries that have gone 
the most smoothly, she feels, have been 
her best. 

"This was just coming from deep 

down somewhere. I think maybe the 
ego doesn't get caught up in it. This 
came easily. A year earlier and I might 
not have been in the space to do it." 

The subject matter is close to her 
heart and she regards the c0mmission 
as an opportunity to explore her 
cultural roots. The relationships bet
ween the symbols and the characters in 
her tapestry are complex, but she tries 
to explain the major components. 

The evergreen ash tree, Yggdrasil, is 

_the "tree of life" growing on a plain

Adult Computer Classes* 
1 0 weeks for $39.00 

Classes meet one night per week for 1 O weeks. 
Beginning Class - no math or computer background necessary 
Intermediate Class • for those who have completed 

a beginning course. 
We provide an individual Apple Computer for each student. 

PENINSULA COLLEGE 
for information call 385-4605 or 765·3109

*18 and over.
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tapestry is Inge Norgaard's largest to
date. Stretched on the loom, it

measured even longer, causing her con
cern that it might be overlong for the
specially-constructed panel where it
will hang in tlie main lobby of a Danish
"folk high school."
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separately. She aligns a full-scale draw
ing under the work as a guide. Once 

·underway, the finished portion disap
pears onto a roll. Only the last six to
twelve inches finished remain visible.

"You start at one side," she says.
"You can't go back to correct

- LAMPS ....... s25.s30

Boysen . 
- SSOOPAINTS ........... gal 

Limited quantity 
VARNISH, STAIN 
PORCH PAINT .. 112 pt. 5Qc

. . . . .. . . . pt. 51 .. .-...... qt. 52

Tube 
$ SOCKS ..... ' 1 2s.s1 so

NEW FABRICS & TRIMS 
Now Arriving 

. ·, -:; - .

J & p Sales· 
2131 c�a1s�3�92ey St.

I 

A Shoe 

Sale 

To Cheer 
About. 

Big savings up to 600fo on boots, 
shoes, foul weather boots, shawls, 

mufflers and stuff! 
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Rates For The 

Serious Investor 

Shearson Daily 
Dividend ....... 8. 43 % 

Certi_ficates of Deposit 

30 days ....... 8. 90 %, 

91 days ....... 9.00%, 

6 months ..... 9.20%, 

1 year ...... 10. 00 % . 

2,year 

5year 

...... 10.25%, 

...... 11.45%, 

Penalty for early withdraw! 

FDIC/FSLIC 
Insured to $100,000
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Call 385-6688 
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foster & Marshall 
American Express 

403 S. Lincoln, Suite 1 
Port Angeles, WA 98362. 

I 

1, 

. 

,, 

. . '.? .. ·:<ti� :- '.: 
.:; Storewid�JK! 

··· .. ''3o.o/l??''
_·SAVINGS. ., .. ,. : · 

. ·-. .. . - . . ' . . '. 

· ·· · -· Some at· ,.c-:·1 :
- : .. :.''::

. : \ ,.: . _.·,. :._· 
Infants thru.oX-7 ; · · 

•· . . . 

·JA.NE1S·.
.Shearson/ 
American ---• 

KIDS< 
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(8.95 special offer) NOW 5.95 ·
three 5x7's, twelve wallets 
• Present to photographer at time of sitting. 
• 95' deposit applied lo portrait purchase. 
• Pa.ckage from standard pose on cuslomer 
pre-selected background (blue old masters 
or scenic). • L1mU one special per subject.■ 
$1 for each additional subject. • Addiiional 
portrait selections at regular retail. 

January 14 & 15
Monday & Tuesday - 9:30 to !;i p.m . 

THE PORTRAIT STUDIO 

JCPenney 
· Port Townsend

HYPERTENSION 
(High Blood Pressure) 

Kills with No Pain 
Uncontrolled blood pressure for a significant time, causes heart at
tacks, strokes, kidney and other vital organ damage . 
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